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President’s Message 
Can you believe half of 2008 has already come and gone?  Next thing you know it 

will be time for our Annual Show.  Did you all enjoy last month’s program as much 
as I did?  I’ve heard nothing but positive feed back on that one.  John Morgan’s 
“Wood that Moves” was a real hit.  This month we have another special treat.  Our 
old friend, Kerry McCalla, is back (see below).   

Have you been out to the WEC in Maylene lately?  We’re continuing to have 
open shop hours but it sure is hot.  We are working on some additional air to help a 
little with the heat.  We took a survey at our last meeting and it seems it isn’t just 
the heat keeping you away.  We need to revise our schedule a bit to accommodate 
your needs (see article page 2).  We’re working on that one too. 

It’s already time to start thinking about who our officers will be for next year.  I 
have appointed a nominating committee headed up by Dan Browning and Robert 
McClure.  I hope you will let them know if you would like to serve in some capacity 
or have someone else you would like to nominate.   

It was good to see Buddy Finch at the last meeting.  He seemed to be getting 
around pretty good after his knee surgery.  He and the rest of our toy makers from 
the Friday Group are now meeting in Maylene.  Come on out on Fridays and join in 
on all the fun. 

We also heard that Jim Lee has come through his back surgery pretty well and 
is feeling so good he has agreed to teach a class on cabinet building coming up this 
September (see article page 2).  It’ll be great to have Jim up and around again.  
Shane Carter and Jim Caldwell are on tap to help.  They’ll be taking us through 
from design to installation.  We’re “allowing” the class to practice by building an is-
land for our very own kitchen at the WEC. 

Last year we were invited to I Love America Day in Vestavia at Liberty Park.  
Unfortunately, we got rained out.  They have invited us back this year.  It’s on Fri-
day, August 15th.  Dan Browning, Cliff Daniels, A. R. Bray, and Paul Mancill 
will be joining me there to demonstrate.  Let us know if you would like to participate. 

This Month, a Very Boring Presentation ?!? 
“The old tool guy, Kerry McCalla, will be returning for the July meeting.  He 

will be showing us a whole assortment of tools used to make (generally) round 
holes in wood and promises that it will be “A very boring presentation!”  We’re 
pretty sure no one has ever fallen asleep during one of his presentations.  Kerry 
and his wife, Lynne, have been collecting antique woodworking tools for over 30 
years and he is a life member of the Mid-West Tool Collections Association. 

Kerry was a member of the Alabama Woodworkers Guild from its beginning 
until 1990 when he moved to Franklin, TN.  Retired from Bell South, he now 
makes more sawdust but is breathing less of it since he recently installed an 
Oneida dust collection system in his shop. 
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Upcoming  
 in 2008  

I Love America Day 
August 15th 

Ron Peyton  
of The Dogwood Institute  
August 21st Meeting. 

John Lawson  
September 18th meeting. 

Craig Satterlee 
Seminar September 20th 

Doors with Michael Tomlin 
October 16th meeting 

AWG Annual Show  
October 18th through 26th 

Annual Show Reception 
Tuesday, October 21st 

Fred & Elsie Baker Memo-
rial Toys Program  
November 20th 

Annual Christmas Party 
December  



You can also find us at www.awwg.info 
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And the Survey Said…. 
Every day was divided into three four-hour shifts 
(morning, afternoon and evening) except for Sunday 
where we excluded the morning shift.  Everyone was 
asked to vote on the three times they would most 
likely utilize the WEC.  Every possible shift received 
at least one vote except for Monday, Tuesday and 
Saturday evenings.  The top five rankings from the 
survey were: 

1.  Saturday Morning 

2.  Saturday Afternoon 

3.  Sunday Afternoon 

4.  Friday Morning 

5.  (Tie)  Thursday Morning - Thursday After-
noon - Friday Afternoon - Friday Evening 

Watch for schedule changes at 
http://freecal.brownbearsw.com/awg. 

Hardwoods of Alabama Helps 
Recently the ladies from the Alabama Institute for the 

Deaf and Blind came up with another idea of a project 
that our Fridays group could build for them.  It involved 
an additional plywood purchase. 

Buzz Kelly went over to Hardwoods of Alabama to 
purchase the plywood for the project.  When he told the 
folks at Hardwoods what the plywood was for, they do-
nated half the plywood and then gave us a terrific price 
on the other half. 

Hardwoods of Alabama has always been a great sup-
porter of the Guild over the years.  When you buy wood 
from them be sure to tell them you are a Guild member 
and how much we appreciate their help. 

Fall Class 
Starting on Saturday mornings after Labor Day 

we’re going to  have a real treat!  Our own Jim Lee, 
having been down with his back for a while and un-
able to work in his own woodworking shop, has agreed 
to teach a class for us.  This is a rare opportunity to 
have a teacher with years of cabinet making and fur-
niture building experience guide you from the design 
to the installation of a kitchen island.  The project will 
be an island for the WEC kitchen. 

To make the deal even sweeter, not only will we 
have Jim with his cabinet and furniture building ex-
perience, but he will be assisted by another excellent, 
experienced designer and craftsman, Shane Carter.  
You can’t get much better than that unless of course 
you add in our own education chairman, Jim Cald-
well, another fine woodworker assisting with the les-
son plan. 

Much as he may want to get in there and do it 
himself, Jim will be forced to tell us how to do the 
work.  It’s a shame that Jim is having problems with 
his back, but it’s a great opportunity for those of us 
who don’t know anything about building cabinets to 
learn from a pro, or is that several pros? 

We’re still working on the details, but be sure and 
let Jim Caldwell know if this is something you 
would be interested in. 

Here’s a memorable moment from our spring seminar with 
Glen Huey.  Glen said he knew he was dealing with a good  
group of woodworkers when he asked someone to demon-
strate sawing a dovetail and Eddie Heerten stepped right 
up and made a perfect cut.  Way to go Eddie! 
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We are very fortunate to have the following patrons who 
support the Guild.  They are excellent suppliers of prod-
ucts or services in the local area that provide monetary 
support or allow us to use their various facilities for 
Guild functions: 

The Dogwood Institute School of Fine Woodworking  
Offers woodworking classes for beginner to advanced 
woodworkers on various topics with concentration on 
teaching the “Process” of making furniture. Our signature 
courses on Foundations for Fine Woodworking, has been 
extremely popular and guides the student through a series 
of Foundations Courses to prepare them for building qual-
ity furniture. Other courses include veneering, turning, 
finishing and project classes. Next year the school is ex-
panding facilities/courses and will offer several weeklong 
courses. All courses are taught by master craftsmen with a 
vast amount of experience in different areas of expertise. 
Courses are conducted in our spacious horse farm in Al-
pharetta, GA featuring two large fully equipped barns in-
cluding a turning studio & steam bending equipment. The 
environment lends to learning woodworking skills in a 
pleasant surrounding. Our mission: “To provide quality 
instructional courses to individuals who are interested in 
furthering their knowledge of woodworking at all levels of 
interest and skill.” 1640 Mid-Broadwell Rd, Alpharetta, 
GA 30004 (770)-751-9571 www.dogwoodwoodworking.com 

Charter Fire Systems, Inc   Shawn O’Brien & David 
Pavey have served as valuable advisors to the Guild rela-
tive to fire safety issues.  If you or your business have need 
for fire protection or inspection in the future please con-
sider using Charter Fire Systems. (205) 982-3301 

J.R. Prewitt & Associates, Inc.  Independent Insurance 
Agent—Founded in 1974, J. R. Prewitt & Associates, Inc. 
is a family owned agency that has grown to one of the larg-
est firms in the Birmingham area.  Representing over a 
dozen insurance carriers, the agency provides a full spec-
trum of insurance services to over 3500 clients.  From indi-
viduals to multi-state corporations, the agency prides itself 
on it’s loyal, long term client base as a result of unparal-
leled customer service.  Contact us for your personal, busi-
ness, or professional insurance needs.  2100 17th Ave. 
South, Birmingham, AL 35205  Telephone (205)-930-9207 
FAX (205)-930-0450 

Paul Mancill, Realtor  Residential, land, & commercial 
(205)-706-6252 

Max Tool, Inc. is a distributor of cutting tools, abrasives, 
MRO and machine shop supplies. Founded in 1985, we are 
located in Birmingham, Alabama. Max Tool represents the 
product lines of many of industry's foremost manufactur-
ers from around the world.. 119 B Citation Court, Bir-
mingham, AL 35209 (205) 942-2466 www.maxtoolinc.com 

The Awards & Engraving Place is a full service engrav-
ing shop, offering both laser and flatbed rotary engraving.  
We engrave directly on wood, glass, plastic, and a variety 
of coated metals.  We offer plaques, glass and acrylic 
wards, trophies, interior signs and name badges.  We have 

Guild Patrons been in business in Hoover since 1987. Contact Ken Murer, The 
Awards & Engraving Place, 1883 Hoover Court, Hoover, Al 
35226, (205)-823-7676  fax  (205)-822-1111 

Woodcraft The Woodcraft franchise in Pelham, AL (see our ad 
page 6)  

Commercial Heating and Air, Charlie Ard 

ABC 33/40 - Alabama’s TV News Leader  
Our thanks to local television station ABC 33/40 and videogra-
pher, Bill Castle, for their support of the community activities 
of the Alabama Woodworkers Guild. 

Jimenez Paint LLC, Interior and exterior painting, drywall 
and pressure washing. Quality work - Licensed and insured, 
free estimates. Call Jesus at 966-0142 

Martin Marietta Aggregates, Rickey Horton 

A-1 Sand & Mortar, Alabaster, Butch Clark 

Mel Brown has DVDs available at www.bama4u.org/video.htm. 
A wide variety of topics for Woodworkers and Woodturners. We 
often forget the details by the time we get home. Guild members 
get a special price for only $10 each DVD  including postage. 
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Keep Your Tools Sharp! 
Fred Sandlin, an AWG member who owns and operates a 

professional sharpening service, will pick-up your saw blades and 
other tools at each meeting, sharpen them, and return them to 
you the following month.  Fred’s charge for this service is at his 
standard rates less a 5% discount for Guild members. Call Fred 
at (205) 663-7524. 

Directions to AWG 
Woodworking Education Center 

From I 65 South  
Take exit 238 for US31 toward Saginaw/Alabaster.   
Turn right at US31 N,    
Turn left on AL 119/Montevallo Rd 
Turn right on CR12  
Turn right on CR17 
Look for school house on your left  

Meeting Directions: 
Homewood Senior Center 816 Oak Grove Road Home-
wood, AL 

From I65 South, take the West Oxmoor exit, merge into center 
lane. Go through 2 lights.  When in doubt, merge left. At the 3rd 
light (Florida Grill and Weygand Surveyors) take a left. Go to the 
black mail box and turn right into Senior Center property. The 
center has a green roof. (205) 943-0018 

From I65 North, take the Oxmoor Road exit. Turn left. Go un-
der interstate (3 lights). When in doubt, merge left. At the 3rd 
light (Florida Grill and Weygand Surveyors) take a left. Go to the 
black mail box and turn right into Senior Center property. The 
center has a green roof. (205) 943-0018. 



Website: 
www.woodcraft.com 
e-mail: WC511@aol.com 

Phone 
205-988-3600 
Fax 
205-988-3612 

Store Hours 
M - T - W - F:  9AM - 7PM 
Th: 9AM-9PM 
Sat: 9AM-6PM 
Sun: Noon-5 PM 

 

About Us 
Alabama Woodworkers Guild Newsletter is published monthly for its members and other interested parties.  Guild meetings are held 

monthly on the third Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at the Homewood Senior  Center, 816 Oak Grove Road, Homewood, AL. (note exception for April)   

Information concerning the Guild may be secured by calling Walter Barnett, Treasurer at (205) 933-9207. 
Our Webmaster is  Brian Stauss.  See our website at:  www.alabamawoodworkersguild.org or www.awwg.info 
Contact our Guild News Editor at  nelbuz@msn.com. 

Directions 
Take I-65 to Exit 246.   
Take Highway 119 West (Cahaba Valley Road)  
3/4 of a mile.  We are located on the left,  
in the Cahaba Valley Station. 
 
 
 

The Alabama Woodworkers 
Guild, Inc. 

P.O. Box 26665 
Birmingham, AL 35260 

 


